Government By Impression Management
2025
Thomas A. Burns PhD. Klamath Falls, Oregon

When information of any and all types becomes both immediately available and
totally manipulable, the public can be captured by the constant flow of
manufactured moments and reduced to the artificiality of impression
management. In this virtual reality context, government can become
entertainment — a moment to moment “show” controlled by those producing the
most sensational moments. The content of these moments becomes less
important than the fixation they produce. Those who can hold the maijority of the
public’s attention become the political winners — regardless of how outrageous
their ideas or behaviors may be.

This is fictional, business tycoon, Apprentice host Donald Trump “firing” multiple
players in a TV game morphing into real life, multi-billionaire Elon Musk
arbitrarily terminating thousands of federal employees in the name of the
fictional executive entity DOGE. Trump Apprentice fiction become Musk MAGA
reality.

In the modern global internet context, if we fail to insist on any and all
information that is purveyed in any medium to the public being reliable, we invite
this kind of potential consequence. Totally unregulated social media, whose
financially focused algorithms are exclusively designed to “capture” people and
draw them into self-affirming ideational groups, is the perfect platform for the
propagation of instantaneous, constant and repetitive false information. In this
context, citizens are encouraged to vote their emotionally charged and virtual
group affirmed impressions absent the facts and any meaningful application of
critical thinking. The result: the 2024 election of Trump and the attempt to
implement The Heritage Foundation’s hyper conservative Project 2025, which
amounts to “Unitary Executive” autocracy!

In the name of “free speech,” we are putting our democracy at risk when we
allow social media based corporations to propagate blatantly false information to
artificially created “mega” groups that can be readily exploited for political gain.



