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Love is connecting and uniting as one positive being with other components of
reality. Love can embrace a very narrow or wide domain of reality. The ultimate
love includes all of reality in the condition known as full enlightenment — Self as
All and All as Self, total unification.

Love is expressed in consistent behavior of unqualified respect, responsibility,
caring, and promoting the “other” as one’s self. Aspiring to a love connection is
infatuation — not love. Love occurs when the connection is successfully
accomplished. And, most importantly, love that is completed and reciprocated is
by far the most satisfying. Then, when such love endures over time, it becomes
the most gratifying.

Love of God is an expression of the desire to experience being connected to the
All — the Oneness of reality. God as a separate, individual super entity is a
misconception — an attempt to concretize the All and give it independent agency.
Unfortunately, this is a common and major error in many religious belief
systems. Love of truth or beauty refers to positive qualities that are implicit in
the unified condition of love itself. Love of person, pet, or country is love that is
restricted in scope within the All.

Love is the experience of unification with anything at any level of inclusiveness.
But love restricted to individual parts of reality can be risky since it is possible to
feel a deep connection to people, countries, values, animals, ideas, plants etc.
that is misconstrued as love. In this regard, it is entirely possible for culture,
subculture, or sect to 1) isolate populations, 2) impose dogmatic interpretations
of what the unification experience is and how it is to be understood, and 3)
thereby claim aberrant versions of intense connections as love. Because culture
can celebrate and promote false “love,” it is critically important to seek universal
love. As the true unification experience expands to become universal, any
aberrant “loves” will be exposed and discarded. True love of individual
‘persons, places, things” is wonderful, and it will be confirmed at the universal
level of connection and understanding.

Culture can support universal love or convert the desire for it to its own
purposes. So, we need to be aware of the potential disrupting influence of
culture.  Unification/love always positively joins the components of reality
together, never serving to provide a basis for separating from or rejecting “the
other.” At the universal level, love is absolute — totally positive and inclusive.



