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There are many significant variables involved in any adequate explanation of 
Trump’s triumph in our 2024 American presidential election.  And these variables 
are influential to different degrees for different citizens.  My view is that among 
these variables two play the greatest role: economy and social media.

Economy – Inflation in Recovery
Like all humans, Americans are presentistic.  We do not remember the fact that 
Covid conditions left the global economy in a state of recession turmoil at the 
end of Trump’s first term in 2020.  We do not appreciate the strength of the 
recovery that  Biden-Harris  generated as a result  of  what  they accomplished 
legislatively in Biden’s first two years before the Republicans gained control of 
the House and the legislative process became a farce.  Democrats failed to 
adequately  communicate  these  facts  during  the  2024  election  leaving  the 
problem of pervasive inflation during recovery to produce a view of the overall 
economy as “poor” in the minds of many Americans.  Trump took advantage of 
this Democratic failure to appeal to Americans feeling economically squeezed.

Social Media – The Absence of Reliable Information
Trump created his party base by exploiting unregulated social media – together 
with complicit Fox News – to make his incessant lies normative entertainment – 
in line with his image as a key decision maker on the long running TV show, 
“The Apprentice.”  And in this process Trump managed to position himself as an 
outside authority figure sympathetic to the concerns of the middle class. Working 
in  consort  with  economic interests,  Trump used the wide open social  media 
platform to consolidate and isolate a large segment of unhappy Americans to 
which he constantly fed doubts about the integrity of the electoral process along 
with fear of the “Other” as the underlying sources for their dissatisfaction.  Trump 
fulfills the “repetition, repetition, repetition” axiom of effective communication – 
the  fundamental  way  ideas  are  given  gravity,  prominence,  and  longevity. 
Democrats never punctured in any significant way the very successful  social 
media,  propaganda  generating  operation  that  Trump  consolidated.   They 
challenged  his  claims,  but  never  really  targeted  the  unreliable  condition  of 
information on social media as the key enabling condition.

Culture is commitment by humans to shared information and the appropriate 
behavior that flows from it.  Ultimately, the stability of societies – and especially 
of democracies – depends on the reliability of the corpus of information shared – 



the group’s worldview.  In contrast to license obligated broadcast media and 
liability  vulnerable  print,  totally  unregulated  social  media  facilitates  the 
unchallenged,  instantaneous  distribution  to  the  general  public  of  entirely 
unreviewed, sensational claims that are designed to grab broad attention.  In 
addition,  wide open social  media is  extremely  vulnerable to  manipulation by 
interested parties outside America with potentially detrimental motives of their 
own.  The overall  result  is that unregulated social  media currently allows for 
disinformation,  conspiracy  theories,  outright  lies,  and  completely  fabricated 
events and claims to be introduced and positioned to go viral with the greatest 
impact to the public from all sorts of identified, disguised, and hidden sources.

Most autocrats attain power and survive by systematically controlling access to 
information by their “subjects.”  Unregulated social media in America is an ideal 
propaganda platform to assist any autocrat’s ambitions – right wing or left wing. 
The  citizens  of  democratic  societies  cannot  make  worthy  decisions  about 
candidates for public offices if the information they depend upon is not reliable. 
Trump’s candidacy for the presidency in 2024 benefited greatly from his lengthy 
previous exploitation of  unregulated social  media to  create a political  cult  of 
personality – his base – that in turn allowed him to capture the Republican Party. 
Trump  sustained  his  cult  party  position  thru  the  Biden  presidency  by 
continuously asserting in social media and rallies that the 2020 election was 
rigged  by  Democrats  –  “stolen”  from him.   For  the  2024  campaign,  Trump 
exploded in social media and his rallies to push in a variety of ways his “Fear of 
the Other” program, and with the help throughout of Fox News, he was able to 
influence enough of the broader general public to win the national election.

We cannot  expect  American democracy to survive if  the inevitable fallacious 
exploitation of  unregulated social  media is  not  addressed and fully  resolved. 
The  role  of  Fox  News  in  this  spectacle  also  warrants  close  examination  to 
determine  whether  it  violated  the  “fair  and  balanced”  requirements  of  its 
broadcast  license.   In  our  hugely  internet  expanded  world  of  instantaneous 
connection, information is made available to the public from many sources.  If 
we  expect  our  truly  democratic  form  of  government  to  be  sustainable,  all 
information  that  exceeds  a  predetermined  distribution  limit  should  be  either 
licensed or independently evaluated and ranked for its veracity.

In my view, thanks in large measure 1) to the many mostly unimpeded years 
“Trump & Company” have been allowed to  ceaselessly  promulgate  blatantly 
false information on social  media,  and 2) to the failure to enforce broadcast 
media standards for some networks, a convicted felon facing multiple additional 
federal  and state criminal  charges has been elected President of  the United 
States!  Propaganda is a dangerous companion for democracy.


