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Conservative ldeology
Conservative ideology is spelled out in detail in the Heritage Foundation’s
The Mandate for Leadership: The Conservative Promise, Project 2025.

The following are what | understand as the key conservative principles:

1. Government’s Primary Tasks Are to Promote Commerce — Economic Growth
and Support Superior National Defense
To accomplish these goals government must:

Support business enterprise/corporations,

Support the military industrial complex,

Support finance, energy and transportation industries that provide
essential services to commercial and defense entities,

Support new commerce and defense based technological “products/
fixes;” require nominal exploration of negative “side effects,”

Employ taxes, laws, law enforcement, the courts, and military corps
to support these commercial and defense functions,

Leave the entities supplying these primary commercial and defense
functions free of regulation/control,

Allow the commercial beneficiaries of these functions [wealthy,
investors, banks, corporations, defense contractors, etc.] to
support candidates in elections at whatever level they choose.

2. Government is not responsible for the welfare of individuals/special groups.
Individuals are responsible for meeting their own needs — independently,

in the commercial market, or in serving the needs of defense.

3. Individual freedom is paramount within the context of government serving
its primary conservative commercial and defense functions.

4. Free Speech/Information must not be restricted regardless of the means of
distribution — private statement, public broadcast, or social media.

5. Representative Democracy is fine as a form of government so long as it is
conducted under conservative ideology. When it is not or when it serves
other functions, every effort must be made to exclude or defund these
other functions and to eliminate any “unnecessary” restrictions to the
primary commercial and defense functions. If exclusion is not possible,
“redesigning” the electoral process to benefit support for conservatives
may be necessary. And if these efforts are not successful, the operations
of government can be moved increasingly in the direction of executive/
authoritarian control — government by the conservatively empowered elite.

6. Any and all means can be explored to achieve essential conservative goals.



Commentary

Conservative ideology denies government involvement in social/welfare services
for individuals: physical and mental health care, retirement income, education,
occupational training, child care, disability care, food assistance, elder care,
rental assistance, legal assistance, transportation assistance, drug assistance,
financial assistance [guaranteed loans for housing and student loans], etc.

Under conservative ideology addressing environmental/ecological challenges —
pollution, resource and species degradation, climate change - at the
governmental level is not an option because to do so conflicts with the
fundamental conservative principle of support for ongoing commerce.
Commerce must grow to cover the cost of borrowing to finance its ventures, and
government must borrow to support all the constantly expanding aspects of
commerce and defense [national debt]. Global population must grow and
increase in its consumption to support the ongoing expansion of commerce to
cover the costs of borrowing [corporate debt]. The entire commerce domain
depends heavily on adequate energy at as low a cost as possible. The fossil
fuel industry is the established source, so it cannot be restricted without putting
global commerce at serious risk. Climate change concerns are overblown.
Achieving ecological sustainability requires greatly reducing human
population, consumption, and fossil fuel use, but these moves 1) undermine the
key conservative governmental function of promoting commerce and 2) threaten
the integrity of all the entities that depend upon commerce’s constant expansion.
Given this situation, conservatives are essentially excluded from supporting any
governmental programs to address humanity’s several ecological challenges.

The overall result: conservatives fight categorically against all social service
and ecological sustainability programs/departments. When given the political
opportunity, they vote consistently to deny, eliminate or defund any and all such
government sponsored services and programs. Look at the voting record on
just one more recent program — 40+ times Republicans tried to eliminate
Obama’s Affordable Care Act. The last Republican supported social
service/ecological oversight programs were approved in the 1970s under Nixon,
and modern conservatives are embarrassed by their party’s having done this!

As candidates for federal office, Trump and Vance have no social service or
ecological policies because their conservative ideology excludes by fiat
government participation in all such services and programs. Allowing them in
debates to pretend they are concerned about social service or environmental
issues is to disregard key principles of their conservative mandate/agenda.
Failure of Harris and Walz to point out these foundational facts is inexplicable.



